Evidence for Defence.
Herbert Rowse Armstrong
By Mr. justice dabling—When you said as to the 1921 lot,
** I mixed it up with the 1919 lot," you mean you had confused
it in your mind'?—Yes, I had confused it in my mind.
Cross-examination continued—tc This arsenic I speak of is
the only poison in my possession anywhere, excepting, of course,
any contained in medicine. I have a medicine chest in my bed-
room." Within an hour of signing that statement, by finding
the little packet of white arsenic, you knew that statement was
wrong?—Yes.
And, although you knew it was wrong, you took no steps with
the police to correct it?—In the meantime 1 had been arrested.
By Mr. justice darling—You mean you made the statement
before arrest?—I made the statement voluntarily before arrest.
Then you were arrested; then later on you saw the little packet
and remembered that what you said in your statement was wrong?
—Yes. It was a very great shock, the arrest, naturally; and I
then decided to say nothing further until I had seen my solicitor.
Gross-examination continued—And to allow the police, to
whom you had promised to render every assistance, to go away
with a misleading statement in their possession. This statement
is quite misleading, is it not?—When that statement was made I
did not know I was going to be arrested.
We have passed that. You were allowing the police to go
away with what you knew was a misleading statement in their pos-
session?—I am afraid I did not think Tery much about it, about
what the police were going to do. I was too much overcome by the
position I had been placed in.
You had offered to Inspector Crutchett, after arrest, had you
not, to show where certain articles were if you had the oppor-
tunity of going to the house?—I do not think so after the arrest.
I am putting what is said in cross-examination in answer to
your solicitor, Mr. Matthews—" Armstrong offered to show me
where certain articles were if he had the opportunity of going to
the house " ?—Yes, quite so; but my recollection is that that was
before the arrest, after the statement was made.
" He volunteered to give me any assistance, and immediately
made the statement which has been produced and read. There
was not the slightest obstacle placed in the way of my search by
either Mr. Armstrong or the clerks." When was the search
carried out, after the statement or before?—After the arrest. It
was going on for two and a half hours or three hours.
This is what your solicitor elicited—" I had every facility
for searching the office and every assistance from the clerks
up to Monday evening. After finishing at the office on the Satur-
day I went at once to Mayfield. A thorough and systematic search
was made of the whole house. Armstrong offered to show me where
certain articles were if he had the opportunity of going to the
house." Was not that after jtqu had been arrested?—No.
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